WRITING ASSIGNMENT DIAGNOSTIC

The purpose of this diagnostic is to provide important information to the teacher. By reflecting on our assignments and considering the placement of our individual assignments in the whole scheme of our writing curriculum, we can identify our strengths, improve our weaknesses, and establish a seamless and sensible sequence of writing assignments.

1. Identify the assignment. What—literally—do you want students to do?

2. What is the purpose of the writing? What is it that you want the assignment to accomplish in terms of writing skills?  What specific skills are you introducing? Refining?

3. What kind of written response do you want to elicit? Prewriting, in-class essay test, out of class evaluative essay, informal response, critical analysis of literature?

4. Did you explicitly identify the type of response you wanted from the students? Why or why not?

5. Was the paper a process or product-oriented one?

6. What, if any, length requirement did you give to the students? 

7. What knowledge did students need to write this paper? Did they need outside reading and research? The novel they were studying in class? Their own experiences?

8. Who was the intended audience for the assignment? What traits, beliefs, passions did the students have about the subject? What relationship did the audience have to the writer? How did that relationship affect the writer’s tone and voice?

9. Was the assignment successful? By what standards? Why or why not? Did your students enjoy/learn from the writing? Did you enjoy/learn from reading their writing ?

10. Did you evaluate it? How? Were you unable to evaluate it? Why?

11. Did students critically reflect on the assignment exploring what they learned from this experience with writing?

12. How does the assignment fit into the sequence of your writing assignments?

