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FOR STUDENTS

TIPS FOR TIMED-WRITINGS
 

1. Understand your rhetorical situation. 

What have you been asked to do—what is your task? Take the time to read and examine the question carefully.  If you are being asked to do several things, circle each task in the assignment and recognize the relationship among the parts of the question. 

What is the context for the writing experience? Who is your audience? What are they expecting from you? What will best showcase your writing skills in this task?   

2.  Choose your essay's subject carefully. 

What subject will best showcase your skills as a thinker and a writer?  Occasionally, an idea comes to mind immediately for your essay, but is that an emotional reaction or a logical one?  Take a minute to confirm that you will be able to write with specificity and authority on this subject.  

3. Remember that your essay is a rough draft, not a polished product. 

The readers of your essay understand your testing situation.  Keep your attention on the thorough development of your thesis.  If you need to cross out a word or a line to improve the essay while you are writing, do so. 

 

4. Consider your evidence and organizational plan before you write. 

Take three—five minutes to pre-write. Do you have enough information to write a good paper on this subject? Use the prewriting strategy that works best for you— whether it be outlining, mapping, clustering, or simply listing your assertions and evidence.  Make a sound decision.  What is the best organizational strategy to execute your decisions?  What will best convey your argument in this paper?   

 

5. Work for efficient and apt language in your essay. 

Good writers express their ideas concisely, avoiding wordy constructions and needless repetitions.  Work for an apt and accurate diction as well. 

 

6. Review your essay. 

Save time—three-five minutes—to quickly review your essay. You might find an opportunity for improvement in word choice, organization, or usage.  Don’t be afraid to circle a paragraph and draw a line to where you think it better fits. Your readers will appreciate your improvements and understand that you had only a few minutes to review your work.
