SOCRATIC SEMINAR – DUE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2012

10 Open-Ended Questions

THE TEMPEST ESSAY – DUE ON MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2012

SUBJECT:  ILLUSION VERSUS REALITY, IMPORTANT THEMES IN THE TEMPEST
· BRAINSTORM

· OUTLINE

· ROUGH DRAFT
· FINAL DRAFT – 2 to 3 computer-generated pages.
Step 1:      Read handouts for detailed information about the themes of illusion versus reality.
Step 2:
Your essay will discuss the part that illusion and reality plays in developing and illuminating the theme of Shakespeare's The Tempest. This pair of opposites will be contrasted to show what they represent in the context of the play. Further, the characters associated with these terms, and how the association becomes meaningful in the play, will be included as evidence in your paper.
Illusion
An illusion is a distortion of a sensory perception. Each of the human senses can be deceived by illusions, but visual illusions are the most well known. Some illusions are subjective; different people may experience an illusion differently, or not at all. 

· Optical illusions, such the use of false perspective, exploit assumptions made by the human visual system. 

· Mirages are optical distortions through the atmosphere that may be photographed. While the perceived reality (such as water in the desert) is illusory, the visual image (of a reflective surface) is real. 

· Auditory illusions, such as the Shepard Tone, exploit our hearing. 

· Touch illusions exploit our sense of touch. 

· Stage magic is a popular form of entertainment based on illusion. Magicians use tricks to give their audiences the impression that seemingly impossible events have occurred. See magic (illusion). 

· Magic or conjuring is the art of entertaining an audience by performing illusions that baffle and amaze, often by giving the impression that something impossible has been achieved, almost as if the performer had supernatural powers. The practitioners of this are called Magicians, Conjurors or Illusionists. 
Reality
Reality in everyday usage means "everything that exists." The term "Reality," in its most liberal sense, includes everything that is, whether or not it is observable, accessible or understandable by science, philosophy, theology or any other system of analysis. Reality in this sense may include both being and nothingness, whereas "existence" is often restricted to being. 

Masque
The masque was a form of festive courtly entertainment which flourished in 16th and early 17th century Europe, though it was developed earlier in Italy. (A public version of the masque was the pageant.) Masque involved music and dancing, singing and acting, within an elaborate stage design, in which the architectural framing and costumes might be designed by a renowned architect, to present a deferential allegory flattering to the patron. Sometimes the masquers were courtiers: the Queen's ladies performed the masque of Florimène at the court of Charles I in 1642. Othertimes, professionals were joined by amateurs in a final dance. In the tradition of masque, Louis XIV danced in ballets at Versailles with music by Lully.
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/tempest/page_172.html
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