A Sample Right-Hand Side Reading Journal Entry for Nabokov
Questions 1 and 11

1.  I’d say that the introduction ends after the 3rd paragraph. Those first paragraphs contextualize the argument—I didn’t (couldn’t) see that in my first reading. I tried to answer this when I was reading the essay for the first time, and that didn’t go well. So…I just started taking marginal notes and went back to read the piece again. The opening paragraphs—when I think about the rhetorical situation—situate the upcoming argument for the intended audience of Nabokov’s students. Nabokov states his plan for the course in the first paragraph, and he offers an alternate title for the lecture that will have quite a lot of implications later in the piece (since several of the points of a good reader involve “kindness to authors.”) He makes references to the authors and books the class will study in the course (Flaubert, Jane Austen, Dickens), and he uses humor, metaphor, questions, and provocative statements (marked as 1, 2, 3, 4 in my essay).

11.  I had a primarily emotional reaction to the piece. While I am intrigued and excited to understand what he means by so much of this essay, I am also a little afraid and worried about myself as a reader. I have the “lowly imagination” he talks about as the “worst” thing a reader can do. That worries me and it makes me a little angry, I have to say. I wanted to have a little fit about that, but I realize that I need to be a little “aloof” even with this!  But I love reading, and if I can have a more complete understanding of the books I read, I’m willing to try these things to get that.
