District 205 – Senior Project – Annotated Bibliography Form 6


What is an Annotated Bibliography?

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. Bibliographies are sometimes called "references" or "works cited" depending on the style format you are using. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.). 

An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation

Why Should I Write an Annotated Bibliography?

To learn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each source, you're forced to read each source more carefully. You begin to read more critically instead of just collecting information. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to develop your own point of view.

How Do I Write an Annotated Bibliography?

First, locate and record citations to books, periodicals, and documents that may contain useful information and ideas on your topic. Briefly examine and review the actual items. Then choose TEN works that provide a variety of perspectives on your topic.

Please keep in mind that all your text, including the write up beneath the citation, must be indented so that the author’s name is the only text that is flush left.

Cite the book, article, or document using APA style.

The Annotation both Summarizes and Assesses the Book in the Citation.

· The first paragraph provides a brief summary of the author's project in the book, covering the main points of the work. 

· The second paragraph points out the project’s strengths and evaluates its methods and presentation. 

Formatting the Paper

Note from D. Hacker on APA guidelines for student papers: There are no guidelines in the APA manual for papers not being written for publication or those written for undergraduate classes. 
Font, Line Spacing, Margins, Order, Breaking URL 

· Use 12 font
· Double spaced
· An extra space between citation and notation and between paragraphs
· 1” margins (top, bottom, left, and right)
· 1-3/4” left margin for annotations
· Hanging indent for citations
· Annotations are not indented.
· Annotations are left-justified. (1.75 inches)
· Alphabetize the annotated bibliographies by the last names of the authors. If there is no author or editor, alphabetize by the first word of the title ignoring A, An, or The.
· If it is necessary to divide a URL (web address) or DOI (digital object identifier), break after a double slash or before other mark of punctuation. Do not insert a hyphen or add a period at the end.   
Updated 02/2010 For annotated bibliographies, use standard APA format for the citations, then add a brief entry, including: 

· 2 to 4 sentences to summarize the main idea(s) of the source. 

· What are the main arguments? 

· What is the point of this book/article? 

· What topics are covered? 

· 1 or 2 sentences to assess and evaluate the source. 

· How does it compare with other sources in your bibliography? 

· Is this information reliable? 

· Is the source objective or biased? 

· 1 or 2 sentences to reflect on the source. 

· Was this source helpful to you? 

· How can you use this source for your research project? 

· Has it changed how you think about your topic? 

Sample APA Annotation

Ehrenreich, B. (2001). Nickel and dimed: On (not) getting by in America. New York: Henry Holt and Company.

In this book of nonfiction based on the journalist's experiential research, Ehrenreich attempts to ascertain whether it is currently possible for an individual to live on a minimum-wage in America. Taking jobs as a waitress, a maid in a cleaning service, and a Wal-Mart sales employee, the author summarizes and reflects on her work, her relationships with fellow workers, and her financial struggles in each situation.

An experienced journalist, Ehrenreich is aware of the limitations of her experiment and the ethical implications of her experiential research tactics and reflects on these issues in the text. The author is forthcoming about her methods and supplements her experiences with scholarly research on her places of employment, the economy, and the rising cost of living in America. Ehrenreich’s project is timely, descriptive, and well-researched.

· This particular annotation does not reflect on the source’s potential importance or usefulness for this person’s own research.

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/ 

For information on formatting APA citations, see our APA Formatting and Style Guide.

Examples of APA Citations from Sources 

Articles from Journals
Article from a Printed Journal
Note: APA style includes the journal issue number only if each issue of the journal is paginated individually:
Kralj, M. M. (1994). Getting out of the box. Consulting Psychology Journal: Practice and Research, 46 (2), 27-28.

Articles with Multiple Authors
Jones, G., Hanton, S., & Connaughton, D. (2002). What is this thing called mental toughness? An investigation of elite sport performers. Journal of Applied Sport Psychology, 14, 205-218. doi: 10.1080/10413200290103509

Articles from an Online Journal

Note: If the article has an assigned DOI, include the DOI in the citation:

Stultz, J.(2006). Integrating exposure therapy and analytic therapy in trauma treatment. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 76(4),  482-488. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.76.4.482
Note: If it doesn't have a DOI, include the URL of the journal home page or the exact URL (if content is open-access).

Evnine, S. J. (2001). The universality of logic: On the connection between rationality and logical ability. Mind, 110, 335-367. Retrieved from http://mind.oxfordjournals.org/

Full Text Journal Article from a Database

Note: If the article has an assigned DOI, include the DOI in the citation: 

Stultz, J.(2006). Integrating exposure therapy and analytic therapy in trauma treatment. American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 76(4), 482-488. doi:10.1037/0002-9432.76.4.482
Note: If it doesn't have a DOI, include the URL of the journal home page or the exact URL (if content is open-access).

Evnine, S. J. (2001). The universality of logic: On the connection between rationality and logical ability. Mind, 110, 335-367. Retrieved from http://mind.oxfordjournals.org/

Articles from Magazines 
Article from a Printed Magazine
Gawande, A. (2001, July 9). The man who couldn't stop eating. The New Yorker, 77, 66-75.

Article from an Online Magazine
Saletan, W. (2001, August 16). The ethicist's new clothes.  Slate. Retrieved  from http://slate.msn.com/
Article Full Text Article from a Database
Gore, R. (2001, April). Pharaohs of the sun. National Geographic, 199.  Retrieved from http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/

Books
Book with a Single Author

Fleming, T. (1997). Liberty!: The American revolution. New York, NY: Viking.
Book with Two Authors
Sennett, R., & Cobb, J. (1972). The hidden injuries of class. New York, NY:  Vintage Books.
Book with Three or More Authors
Schwartz, D., Ryan, S., & Wostbrock, F. (1995). The encyclopedia of TV game  shows. New York, NY: Facts on File.

Note: When there are more than 7 authors, include the first 6, then insert 3 ellipses and add the last author's name.

Electronic Book

Note: Use the following format if the book was published both in print and electronically. If it was published only electronically, use the complete URL for the book.

Norman, R. (1998).  The moral philosophers.  [netLibrary version] Retrieved  from http://www.netlibrary.com

Article within a Book
Cassel, J., &  Zambella, B. (1996). Without a net: Supporting ourselves in a tremulous atmosphere. In T. W. Leonhardt (Ed.), LOEX of the West: Teaching and learning in a climate of constant change (pp. 75-92).  Greenwich, CT: JAI Press Inc.

Encyclopedia and Other Multi-Volume Works
Lumiansky, R.M. (1998). Chaucer. In The new encyclopaedia Britannica  (Vol. 15, pp. 745-748). Chicago,  IL: Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Newspaper Articles

Article from a Printed Newspaper

Holden, S. (1998, May 16). Frank Sinatra dies at 82: Matchless stylist of pop.  The New York Times, pp. A1, A22-A23.

Article from an Online Newspaper

Wright, S. (2001, January 25). Curriculum 2000 draws criticism. The Chronicle. Retrieved from http://www.chronicle.duke.edu

Full Text Articles from a Database

Cowell, A. (2001, September 3). Britain faces flurry of illegal migrants using channel tunnel. New York Times. Retrieved from http://nytimes.com
Primary Sources

Letter

Miller, E. (1865, March 15). [Letter to Ella V. Rinker]. Duke University Rare Book, Manuscript and Special Collections Library (Manuscript Collection, Box 4483, Item 93), Durham, NC.

Interview

Elloie, P.H. (1994). Interview with K. Ellis. (tape  recording). Behind the veil: Documenting African-American life in the  Jim Crow South. Rare Book, Manuscript, and Special Collections Library, Duke University, Durham, NC

Motion Picture

Kopelson, A. (Producer), & Stone, O. (Writer/Director). (1986). Platoon [Motion  Picture]. United States: Hemdale Film Corporation.
Other Materials 

Web Page
Note: When citing an entire website, it is sufficient to give the address of the site in just the text.

 Kidspsych is a wonderful interactive website for children (http://www.kidspsych.org).

Online Posting
Casper, K. (2001, October 1). Re: watered down curricula. Electronic mailing list message]. Retrieved from     http://mathforum.org/kb/thread.jspa?forumID=206&threadID=484219&messageID=1482350#1482350

Email Message

Note:  In APA style, email messages should not be included in the Works Cited list, because they are personal communications and cannot be retrieved by a third party. They should, however, be cited in text (see APA: In-text Parenthetical Citations.)


Book Review

Salinger, S. V. (2001). [Review of the book Not all wives: Women of colonial Philadelphia]. The Journal of American History, 88, 184-185.

Government Document

Hate Crimes Prevention Act of 1998: Hearing before the Committee on the  Judiciary, United States Senate, 105th Cong., 2nd sess. 1 (1998).

http://library.duke.edu/research/citing/workscited/ 
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