Perrine Journal

BEFORE READING PERRINE:

1. What are your attitudes about reading and interpreting poetry? How have you been taught to read and interpret poetry? Are there any particular strategies you have learned? How effective are they for you? What are your particular apprehensions? Why do you have them? Record these ideas in your journal. 
WHILE READING PERRINE: Take good notes. Read actively. Ask questions in a way that our review of EAA showed you is necessary.

AFTER ONE OR MORE READINGS:

2. Remember who Perrine's intended audience is. What kind of values does he suppose are

present in this audience, in particular, attitudes about reading poetry? Look at the essay for

proof for your claims about audience and values. HOW DOES PERRINE ESTABLISH COMMON GROUND WITH HIS READERS?
3.What are the two criteria Perrine suggests for judging an interpretation of a poem? 
4. What does Perrine say about the idea of author intentionality in the second paragraph of the essay?  How does your own experience figure in this idea? In this same paragraph, Perrine addresses the role of the critic in reading. What is it?
5. On page 6, Perrine says a poem “defines an area of meaning.” What does he mean by this?

How is this different from a poem having a meaning?

6. What distinction does Perrine make between a metaphor and a symbol on the last page of the

essay? Explain the difference. Explain how this difference is important. REVIEW what Perrine says about John Ciardi's comment in the section entitled THE PROBLEM OF SYMBOLS. What is Perrine’s view of Ciardi's comment?
7. How does the Perrine intersect with the Nabokov? Be specific and detailed here.

8. What questions remain for you after having read the Perrine?
