J. Woods, English Dept.


POETRY FORMS,
THEMES & EXAMPLES

ABC POEMS

These poems don’t always make sense but they are fun to write! Begin with a word starting with the letter A and continue through the alphabet by writing a word starting with each letter.

A beautiful cat didn’t eat fish generally

However it just (klunk!) landed merrily

Near one perfectly quite rare so totally unbelievably

Vaporized while x-ing & yelping zestfully.

THE NEVER-ENDING “I WISH” POEM

This free-verse poem has no special form. Add a 5 line stanza beginning with ‘I wish’. Let your imagination go wild with this continuing, collaborative poem.

I Wish…

I wish for a peaceful planet

Where children who share poetic dreams

are heard by people who listen and care

I Wish

COLOR POEMS

Write a poem about your favorite color. Color poems use analogies, similes or metaphors to express feelings about a single color. A very simple color poem lists objects which are (or remind you of) that color.

Gold is like a fairy tale

Gold is a jelly bean

Gold as the drifting fall leaves

I like gold

Palomino

Pigtails

Rings

Sunshine

Gold

HOME POEMS

Try writing a poem which describes your neighborhood, city, state, or country. You may use any form.
San Jose

Silicon Valley

California Sunshine City

Vanishing Prune Orchards

Over-priced Homes

Tangled Traffic

Suburbia

LIMERICK
Limericks are rhyming poems which combine a couplet with a triplet, Lines 1, 2, & 5 rhyme with each other. Lines three and four rhyme. The number of syllables varies, but usually follows this pattern:
Line 1- 8 syllables

Line 2- 8 syllables

Line 3- 5 syllables

Line 4- 5 syllables

Line 5- 8 syllables

What is a limerick, Mother?

It’s a form of verse, said brother

In which lines one and two

Rhyme with five when it’s through

And three and four rhyme with each other.

Author unknown

CINQUAIN

Cinquains contain twenty-two syllables distributed as a 2, 4, 6, 8, 2 pattern in five lines.

Line 1: Title (noun)- 2 syllables

Line 2: Descriptions (adjectives)- 4 syllables

Line 3: Action (verb phrase)- 6 syllables

Line 4: Feeling (phrase)- 8 syllables

Line 5: Title (synonym for the title)- 2 syllables

Voices

On a website

Writing with computers

Friendly global community 

Poets

HAIKU

Haiku is Japanese form containing seventeen syllables and consisting of three lines. Haiku often deals with nature.

Line 1: Five syllables

Line 2: Seven syllables

Line 3: Five syllables

California

Whispering coastal giants

Thundering sea shores

ACROSTIC
In an Acrostic, the first letters of each line are aligned vertically to form a word.

Trees produce the air we breathe

Rustle their leaves on a windy day

Early birds sing from their branches

Each one is a home

Some are used to build ours

AUTO-ACROSTIC

To create an auto-acrostic poem, use the letters of your firs name as the first letter of each line and use adjectives or phrases that tell about you. 
Kindergarten kid

Almost always smiling

Reads Eric Carle stories

Energetic

Yellow is my favorite color

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
Autobiographical poems are about you!

Use this template to write a poem about yourself. Modify it to create a biographical poem about your favorite literary or real life character.

Line 1: First name __

Line 2: 3 character or physical traits __  __  __

Line 3: Brother or sister of __[or son/daughter of]

Line 4: Who loves __ __ __ (3 people, things, ideas)

Line 5: Who feels __ about (1 emotion about 1 thing)

Line 6: Who needs __ __ __ (3 things)

Line 7: Who gives __ __ __ (3 items you share)

Line 8: Who fears __ __ __ (3 items)

Line 9: Who’d like to see __ (1 place, or person)

Line 10: Who dreams of __ (1 item or idea)

Line 11: A student of __ (school or teacher’s name)

Line 12: Nickname __ [or repeat first name]

Kasia

Brown eyes, black hair, tan skin

Sister of Keith, Chad, and Karey

Who loves Mom, Dad, and both grandmas

Who feels happy about playing

Who needs a new dress

Who gives stories to everyone

Who fears nothing

Who dreams of an imaginary friend named Dino

A student of Brooks
Kasia

RHYMING POEMS

Couplets are poems with two rhyming lines.

Mrs. M. has never met

A pet she wouldn’t like to get!

Triplets have three rhyming lines.

If you have creativity

and write poems that are somewhat witty

Poetry Pals will post your ditty
Combinations use a variety. For example, every line may rhyme wit a couplet at the end:
‘Net Crawler

Crawl & climb the internet

Through hyperlinks and pages

Search for facts you need to get

It’s a web without doubt

worth spinning about!

Limericks are another form of rhyming poetry!

PONY POEMS

Pony Poems need no special form. Use any style you like as long as the subject of your poem is horses or ponies.

Pony Dreams

I’m wishing you pony dreams

Grazing by clear blue streams

Effortlessly galloping

Never too young or too old

Flying tails and coats of gold

Life is a brief and wondrous thing

So hurry, grab a mane and swing
I SPY POEMS

I Spy are thematic science poems which describe something observed in your environment or a topic studied as part of your science curriculum. You may use any form. 
MATH PATH

Try writing a mathematical poem about a skill or concept. Counting poems, poems about geometry, patterns, or addition, subtraction, multiplication, statistics – anything mathematical goes here! You may use any form.

Word problems aren’t so tough

when you know to look for clues.

They’re really just kid stuff

so don’t blow a mental fuse!

words like joined, came, or grew

are hints for you to add.

but left, went, and threw

mean minus or subtract—not bad!

You no longer need to hide.

Search for words that reveal

when to add, subtract, multiply or divide

Word problems are no big deal!
DIAMONTE

The Diamonte is a form similar to the Cinquain. The text forms the shape of a diamond.

Line 1: Noun or subject

Line 2: Two adjectives (describing line 1)

Line 3: Three ‘ing words (participles)
Line 4: Four word about the subject 
Line 5: Three ‘ing words (participles)
Line 6: Two adjectives

Line 6: Synonym for the subject

A more complex version of this form can be used to show change. Use antonyms for lines 1 & 7. Lines 2, 3, describe line 1. The first two words of line 4 relate to the noun in line 1. The last two words relate to the antonym in line 7. Lines 4 & 5 describe line 7.

CLERIHEW
A Clerihew is a four line poem based on a name. It is made of two couplets—

The first two lines and the last two lines rhyme.

Mr. Albert E.
was smart as could be

he made us more aware

and had really funny hair!

PALINDROMES

For those who really enjoy a challenge, try writing words or phrases which read the same whether read forwards or back.


Step on no pets!

or, in Finnish Saippuakauppias (soap dealer)

That’s the longest one word palindrome in the world!

PUZZLERS
This fun style makes the reader think about the subject by offering clues before telling the subject in the last line.

Line 1: a noun

Line 2: an adjective and a noun

Line 3: two verbs relating to the subject

Line 4: thought, phrase or sentence

Line 5: the subject

amphibian
wet critter

croaking, jumping

Give him a little kiss!

TOAD
5 W’s
The 5W poem is great form for beginners! Each line answers a question. Challenge yourself by making the last word in each line rhyme!

Line 1: Who

Line 2: What

Line 3: When

Line 4: Where

Line 5: Why

TANKA
Thirty-one syllables arranged in five lines of 5-7-5-7-7

Like Haiku, Tanka are often about nature.

ALLITERATION

Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in neighboring words.
Jump for joy

Whistling in

 the wind.









Sweet smell of










success 

ANAGRAM

Create an Anagram by rearranging the letters of word or phrase to make a new word or phrase (great for developing phonemic awareness!!)
Teacher

he react



the care


cheater

Visit AnagramFun.com to make your own anagrams on-line! 
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