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Exercise in the Enthymeme to Accompany EAA, Chapter 6
Learning to think—learning LOGIC— is hard. We will practice and practice and practice the art of thinking straight in this class. This is but one lesson among many designed to help you to think logically in AP Junior English.

Remember that the enthymeme is the rhetorical equivalent of the syllogism in deductive reasoning. In modern times, the enthymeme has come to be regarded as an abbreviated syllogism—that is, an argumentative statement that contains a conclusion and one of the premises, the other premise being implied. 
A statement like this would be regarded as an enthymeme: “He must be a socialist because he favors a graduated income-tax.” Here the conclusion (He is a socialist) has been deduced from an explicit premise (“He favors a graduated income-tax”) and an implied premise (either [a] Anyone who favors a graduated income-tax is a socialist or [b] A socialist is anyone who favors a graduated income-tax).  Incidentally, the student who has developed some skill in analyzing the validity of syllogisms will detect the following: if the implied premise is [b]“A socialist is anyone who favors a graduated income-tax,” the conclusion (“He is a socialist”) is invalidly drawn because the middle term (“anyone who favors a graduated income-tax”) is undistributed in both of the premises of the fully reconstructed syllogism.
In order to test the truth and the validity of the reasoning of the following statements, convert them into a full syllogism, supplying the missing, implied premise. Sometimes the implied premise may take two forms, and in those cases, you will have to consider both forms of the premise. 

Example:  That must be a sour apple because it’s hard and green.

The implied premise may be either (a) All hard and green apples are sour, or (b) All sour apples are hard and green. If the implied premise was (b), you would reject the conclusion because the reasoning in invalid (the middle term “hard and green” is undistributed in both premises.) If the implied premise was (a), you might reject the conclusion because you did not agree that all hard, green apples are sour. Sometimes in reconstructing the full syllogism you may have to rephrase the propositions but if you do, be sure to preserve the sense of the original statement. 
For example, the enthymeme “Where would our country be today if it were not for our long tradition of free enterprise?” might be recast in this fashion:
Anything that promotes prosperity is good.

The free-enterprise system is something that promotes prosperity.

Therefore, the free-enterprise system is good.

REMEMBER: this is not an isolated exercise in thinking logically. As you write your enthymemes in your proposals for your own essays, you are responsible for creating logical ideas. What you learn in this exercise will help you test the logic of your own ideas more easily. 
1.  He must be happy because he’s smiling all the time.

2.  A nuclear war is inevitable, for our sworn enemy, Communist China, now has the hydrogen bomb.

3.  He would not take the crown. Therefore ‘tis certain he was not ambitious. –Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, III,ii, 118.
4.  Because 29.8 percent of Thurber’s sentences are simple sentences, we can say that a good part of his essay is easy to understand.—Student essay

5.  Since you didn’t speak up in my defense at the meeting ,you must be as much against me as the rest of them are.

6.  John definitely didn’t drive the car home last night. He never puts the car in the right-hand side of the garage.

7.  No, the fuse isn’t blown.  It’s the light bulb that is bad. When you flip the wall-switch, all the other lights in the room go on, don’t they?

8.  In your statement you assert that our actions, even though peaceful, must be condemned because they precipitate violence.—Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

9.  Since the bullet obviously entered through his back, we have to rule out suicide; quite certainly he was murdered.

10.  We must conclude that he is not a natural blonde. Didn’t you see the bottle of Grecian Formula Nine in his bathroom?

11.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for they shall see God.

12.  The most convincing evidence that cigarette smoking causes lung cancer is that the number of nonsmokers who die from lung cancer is so minimal as to be negligible.

13.  The Civilization of the Dialogue is the only civilization worth having and the only civilization in which the whole world can unite. It is , therefore, the only civilization we can hope for, because, the world must unite or be blown to bits.—Robert M. Hutchins, “Morals, Religion, and Higher Education”

14.  You deny that you took any of the chocolate candy from the cupboard. But just look at your hands.

15.  My girlfriend doesn’t care about me anymore. The last three times I called her to go out, she said she had to stay in and catch up on her homework.

16.  It is better to die, for death is gentler than tyranny.—Aeschylus, Agamemnon lines 1450-1451.

17.  She must have lost her car keys somewhere between the check-out counter and the parking lot because she remembers taking the keys out of her purse when she was paying her bill and laying them on the counter.

18.  You say he’s a great hitter. Bull! A great hitter doesn’t strike out 113 times a season.

19.  Since she always gets As, she must be really smart.

20.  Honesty is overrated in the modern world. After all, the people who cheat on Wall Street have happy lives.

21.  Education is the key to success. If you want to be successful, you have to get good grades.

Ideas and most items in the Exercise from Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, by Edward P. J. Corbett and Robert J. Connors
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