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EVALUATING


Evaluating is the third stage of the writing process.  In this stage, you review your first draft for content, organization, and style.  You determine your weaknesses and decide what works and what does not.  Use the following checklist to help you evaluate your writing and include evidence from your paper.
Evaluation Checklist: After you write your first draft, use these questions as guidelines to help you evaluate your essay.

1. Do the ideas help to achieve a main purpose?

2. Do the ideas help to achieve a main purpose:  to explain, to describe, to persuade, or to tell a story?

3. Are the topic and details suitable and interesting for the audience?

4. Are enough details provided so that the topic can be easily understood? Is any information unnecessary?

5. Does the order of the information make the main ideas clear?

6. Are sentences smoothly joined by connecting words?

7. Is the choice of words appropriate for the audience? Does the writing sound serious without sounding angry? Is the tone used light enough, or is it too light?

8. Are the words used specific and precise rather than vague?

Revising, Proofreading, and Writing the Final Version: Revise your first draft carefully.  If you have used vivid action verbs, your reader will be able to picture clearly the action you are describing.  Proofread your revised draft. Then write your final version. 
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