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ENGLISH IV ESSAY FINAL
April 26, 2012

BASED ON THE LITERATURE WE HAVE READ FOR CLASS THIS SEMESTER, CHOOSE ONE WORK AND ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IDEAS. YOU WILL WRITE A 5 PARAGRAGH ESSAY.  FOLLOW THE RUBRIC FOR FORMAL ESSAYS. REMEMBER TO INCLUDE THE TITLE OF YOUR PIECE OF LITERATURE AND ITS AUTHOR. YOU SHOULD SUBMIT A BRAINSTORM, AN OUTLINE, AND A ROUGH DRAFT. THE FINAL VERSION SHOULD BE COMPUTER-GENERATED. 

1. UNIVERSAL THEMES

a. Describe the universal theme or themes used within the piece of literature.

b. What impact did the universal theme/s have on the characters, the main idea, the plot, and other literary elements?

2. LITERATURE VERSUS THE BIG SCREEN

a. Does the movie contain the same characters? If no, explain.

b. Have any scenes or events been changed? If yes, how?

c. Why do you think changes are sometimes made when a novel is produced as a movie?

d. Which version of this story, the novel or the movie, did you like better? Explain.

EVALUATING FICTION  (LITERARY ANALYSIS)
3. THEME’S – AN AUTHOR’S MESSAGE

4. THE CLIMAX – A STORY’S GREAT EVENT

5.  UNDERSTANDING CHARACTER

6. MOTIVATION & ACTION

7. THE CAUSES & EFFECTS OF CONFLICT

8. SETTING’S – THE BACKGROUND OF STORIES

9. PICTURES PAINTED WITH WORDS

10. REFLECTIONS ON STYLE

11. THE REAL FACTS

12. SYMBOLS

13. UNDERSTANDING IRONY

14. WHAT’S THE POINT OF VIEW?

15. ANALYZING THE FIRST-PERSON POINT OF VIEW

16. ANALYZING THE THIRD-PERSON POINT OF VIEW 

17. CHARACTER

a. Who are the main characters in the story?

b. Are the characters believable? Do they act and speak like real people? Give examples from the story.

c. Who is your favorite character? Why?

d. Who is your least favorite? Why?

18. PLOT

a. What is the plot of the story?

b. Is the plot believable? Could it be improved? Explain.

19. CONFLICT

a. What is the central conflict of the story?

b. Is the conflict strong enough to hold the reader’s interest? Explain and give examples from the story.

20. SETTING

a. Describe the setting.

b. Is the setting realistic? Explain. What kinds of imagery words did the author use to create the setting?

21. THEME

a. What is the theme of the story?

b. Does the story have more than one theme? If yes, what are they?

22. WHAT IS YOUR OVERALL OPINION OF THE STORY? EXPLAIN YOUR ANSWER. 

23. MAKING SENSE OF POETRY

a. Does this poem have rhythm? Does it have rhyme? Explain the effect the rhythm and/or rhyme? (If the poem does not have rhythm or rhyme, tell why you think its author did not use these elements in the poem.

b. What mood or feelings does this poem arouse in the reader?

c. How does the poet achieve this mood?

d. What do you think the poet/s purpose was in writing this poem?

24. PLOT—THE ACTION PLAN OF A STORY

25. ACTION & THEME

