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Adjectives - H
Adjectives modify nouns or pronouns by answering questions such as how many, what kind, or which one.  In the sentence "We have lived in five states," the word "five" describes the word "states."  Five is the adjective describing states, the noun.

Adjectives can be used to compare people or things. There are three degrees of comparison: positive, comparative, and superlative.

A positive adjective describes one noun.  Examples: strong, careful, happy, generous

A  comparative adjective compares two nouns.  Examples: stronger, more careful, happier, more generous

A  superlative adjective compare more than two nouns.  Examples: strongest, most careful, happiest, most generous.

Most one syllable adjectives form their comparative and superlative degrees by adding "er" and "est" to the end of the word.

Some two-syllable adjectives form their comparative and superlative degrees by adding "er" and "est," while others use "more" and "most."

Adjectives of more than two syllables form their comparative and superlative degrees by using "more" and "most" or "less" and "least."

It is important for students to use adjectives in their positive and comparative forms.

Using a newspaper or magazine article of interest to the student, ask the student to circle the nouns in the sentence and then underline the adjectives that modify (describe) them.

To review and reinforce adjectives used to compare, have students set up a chart of comparative adjectives.

For example:

positive: dirty

comparative: dirtier

superlative: dirtiest

Now have the students use these adjectives in sentences of their own.

Adverbs - H
Adverbs modify (describe) verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs by answering questions such as how, when, where, why, how often.  In the sentence, "The family ate their dinner quickly," the word "quickly" describes how the family ate; "quickly" is the adverb.

Many adverbs are used to make comparisons. The three degrees of comparison are: positive, comparative, and superlative.

A positive adverb describes one thing.  Examples: fast, slowly

A comparative adverb compares two things.  Examples: faster, more slowly

A superlative adverb compares more than two things.  Examples: fastest, most slowly

Most one-syllable adverbs form their comparative and superlative forms by adding "er" and "est."

Adverbs of more than one syllable usually form the comparative and superlative forms by using "more" and "most."

It is important for students to understand both adverbs and how they are used to make comparisons.  Have students make a list of words that answer/describe how, when, where, how often, or how much.

For example: quickly, later, repeatedly, generously

Have the students use these words in sentences of their own.  They can self-check to make sure the words describe verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.

Next, have the students use one of their adverbs in three different comparative sentences.

Concluding Sentence - C
A concluding sentence should restate the main idea and briefly summarize the paragraph.

Recognizing an effective concluding sentence in reading materials will help students write their own concluding sentences.  Choose a paragraph from a story or textbook the student uses at school.  Have the student point out the concluding sentence.  To make sure the concluding sentence is effective, ask the student if it restates the main idea and summarizes the information in the paragraph.

Once the student can easily recognize concluding sentences, they can begin writing their own.  Give the student a topic sentence.  Have them write three sentences about that topic.  Finally, have them write a concluding sentence that restates the main idea and briefly summarizes the rest of the paragraph.

Modifiers - D
Modifiers give additional information about nouns, pronouns, and verbs. Modifiers are adjectives, adverbs, and phrases that help to describe what has been seen and heard.

Examples of modifiers include: "I enjoy eating broiled fish," and "The boy played the drums loudly".

When using modifiers, place words, phrases, or clauses as close as possible to the words they describe. Failure to do so often results in a misplaced modifier. When this happens, a sentence will sometimes mean something that was not intended.

Example: "My sister told me her plans to get married while we were babysitting." (It sounds like she will be getting married while babysitting.) The correct placement of the modifier would be: "While we were babysitting, my sister told me her plans to get married."

Dangling modifiers are words, phrases, or clauses that begin a sentence and are set off by commas. However, they modify the wrong word.  For example, "While talking on the phone, the potatoes boiled over." (Were the potatoes talking on the phone?)



Ask students to choose a couple of articles from a magazine or newspaper and circle the misplaced modifiers. (They will probably be surprised how many they will find.) Then, for each one, have them draw an arrow to the word that it was meant to modify.  Point out that the confusion often occurs because the modifier is too far away from the word it was intended to modify.

Pronouns - G
A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun or another pronoun.

1.  Donna went for a walk.

2.  She went for a walk.

In the second sentence, she is a pronoun that takes the place of the noun Donna.

The antecedent of a pronoun is a noun or another pronoun for which the pronoun stands.  For example, in "Bob is late, but he is ready to work," the personal pronoun is "he" and the antecedent is "Bob."

There are several types of pronouns.

Personal pronouns refer to specific persons or things.  For example, in "Karen at pizza.  She was hungry," the word "she" is a personal pronoun that refers to "Karen."

Reflexive pronouns are personal pronouns that have "-self"  or  "-selves"  added to the end.  In the sentence, "Bob finished the homework himself,"  the reflexive pronoun is  "himself."

Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that do not refer to a specific person or thing.  Someone, anybody, and, everyone are indefinite pronouns.  For example, in "Someone stole my wallet!", the word "someone" is the indefinite pronoun.

A demonstrative pronoun is used to single out one or more nouns referred to in the sentence.  This, that, these, and those are demonstrative pronouns.  For example, in "These potato chips are salty," the word "these" is a demonstrative pronoun.

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask a question.  Who, whom, and which are interrogative pronouns.  For example, in "Which shoes are mine?", the word "which" is an interrogative pronoun.

Possessive pronouns are used to show ownership, but they never have an apostrophe.  Ours, his, their, and her are possessive pronouns.  For example, in "Those are his pencils," the word "his" is a possessive pronoun.

It may be helpful to develop a series of sentences with the pronouns omitted.  Help the student correctly insert the pronouns.  For example:


Sentence:  Stacy and Kris brought ____ brother to the game.

Pronoun:  their (personal pronoun)
    


Sentence:  Randy left ____ baseball glove at home.

Pronoun:  his (personal pronoun)
    


Sentence:  _____ left an earring on the playground.

Pronoun:  Someone (indefinite pronoun)
    


Sentence:  _____ pair of shoes belongs to James?

Pronoun:  Which (interrogative pronoun)
    


Sentence:  That beach blanket is ____. 

Pronoun:  ours (personal pronoun)

Revise
Balanced sentences:

Correctly and effectively written sentences are balanced.

A balanced sentence is one in which related ideas, descriptions, or related actions are presented in the same form. 

This is called parallelism.

The following sentence is not "balanced."  Why?

"He liked drawing and to eat."

The related actions (drawing and to eat) are not expressed in the same form.  One action word ends with "ing," the other uses "to," which is a different form.

Either form is correct; however, the same form must be used for both action words.

Both of the following sentences are correct:

"He liked drawing and eating."

"He liked to draw and to eat."

The example above involves actions, but the same rule applies for descriptive words. The following example is incorrect:

"Susan is outgoing and has talent."

The related descriptions are not parallel. "is outgoing" and "has talent" are different forms.

The following would be correct:

"Susan is outgoing and talented."

The following activity will improve the student's ability to balance sentences and coordinate thoughts.

Orally, provide the students with a sentence such as "I like to daydream, plant flowers, and listen to opera music."

Ask the student to construct a similar sentence with his or her own favorite activities.

Point out inconsistencies in related actions, descriptions, or ideas.

You can also provide students with an unfinished sentence and ask them to complete it.

For example: "I think Spanish class is  ___________, ______________, and  ___________.

Sentence Combining - D
A sentence expresses one complete thought.  Sentence combining requires students to create complete sentences from two or more separate sentences while avoiding fragments and run-ons.  At this level, sentence combining involves adding a phrase or clause, using conjunctions for smooth transitions, combining adjectives, and compound predicates, subjects, objects, and sentences.

You can help the student strengthen his or her skills by creating short, individual sentences.  Then have the student combine the sentences in the best way possible.

Example:

1.  Jane's mother is ill.

2.  Jane's mother's name is Agatha.

3.  Jane is going to the hospital to visit her mother.

You can combine the sentences by adding a phrase.

Because her mother, Agatha, is ill, Jane is going to visit her in the hospital.

Example:

1.  Harry is taking an exam on Saturday.

2.  Jonathan is taking an exam on Saturday.

3.  Jonathan asked Harry for a ride to the exam on Saturday.

You can combine the sentences by adding a conjunction.

Jonathan asked Harry for a ride to the exam on Saturday because both of them are taking it.

Sentence Sequence - H
The sequence, or order of the sentences contained in a paragraph, is often important to its meaning. Many times, if sentences aren't arranged in the proper sequence, the paragraph won't make sense. This is true if you are reading a paragraph written by someone else or writing a paragraph yourself.

Always arrange your details in the most logical or effective order. One popular method of sentence sequencing is called chronological order. You arrange your details in the order in which they happened (first, second, next, then, last, etc.). This is especially important if you are retelling an event or explaining the steps involved in a process.

One natural way to practice recognizing correct and incorrect sequencing is to retell a well-known fairytale. Switch the order of events around so that they are out of sequence. Ask the student to point out the improper sequence and correct it.

Then give the student a chance to do the same.

This is an activity that can be done at almost any time or in any place because it is oral. You can do this on the way to school, while waiting for a dental appointment, etc.

An activity involving sequencing that can be done on paper involves summarizing the parts of a process. For instance, you might ask the student to write down the steps involved in mastering a computer or video game. At first, the student can simply write down the steps in order in numbered sentences. As the student becomes more proficient, ask him or her to write the steps in a paragraph from beginning to end. The student should begin focusing on transition words such as: first, second, then, also, finally. These transition words help the flow of the paragraph.

Subject-Verb Agreement - F
When the subject (the person place or thing in a sentence) matches the verb (the action of a sentence) in number, the subject and verb are in agreement.  If the subject is singular, then the verb must also be singular.  Likewise, if the subject is plural, then the verb must also be plural.

Example: "He wants to go."

The subject (he) is singular. The verb (wants) is singular.

Example:  "They want to go."

The subject (they) is plural. The verb (want) is plural.

Here is a sentence in which the subject and verb don't agree:

"We loves to run on the beach."

It is incorrect because the subject (we) is plural, but the verb is singular (loves).

Have students choose a magazine or newspaper article. Ask students to find sentences that contain phrases and modifiers within sentences in the article and cross them out. Remind students that phrases and modifiers do not affect the subject. Then ask them to circle the subject and verb in these sentences, identifying whether they are singular or plural.

This will help students to focus on sentences containing distracting modifiers and prepositional phrases that get in between the subject and the verb and often confuse people.

Usage (Editing) - D
Double negatives result when a negative word is added to a statement that is already negative. The sentence, "We don't want no ice cream," contains a double negative error.

"We don't want any ice cream," is correct because it only contains one negative.

Redundant information is information that is repeated. For example, "We never get free time in school so since we never have free time Angela doesn't want to come to school anymore," contains redundant information. A better sentence would be, "Because we never have free time, Angela doesn't want to come to school anymore."

Subject-verb disagreement occurs when a subject in a sentence-the person or thing doing the action-does not match the verb in number (both singular or both plural).

For example, "The girls wants to eat her ice cream," has a plural subject and singular verb, making it incorrect. "The girls want to eat their ice cream," has a plural subject and plural verb, making it correct.

Verb tense indicates the time of the action described in the sentence. Something that has already happened is past tense, "We ran." An event that is happening currently is called present tense, "We run." An event that will happen is referred to as future tense, "We will run."

In speaking, many people use the word "ain't."  In formal writing, however, this is considered an inappropriate verb form.  The correct usage would be "am not," or "are not."  For example, in the sentence, "I ain't going to clean my room," we can replace "ain't" with "am not."

Write several sentences containing examples of redundancies, double negatives, subject-verb disagreement, and incorrect verb tenses. Ask students to point out what is wrong with each sentence. After they identify why the sentence is incorrect, help them rewrite the sentence correctly.

Examples:

We went to the store to get ice cream, and since we went to the store we bought hot fudge, too.

Malorie doesn't want no one bothering her little brother.

The duckling, having strayed from the flock, are lost.

Jennifer and Thomas will run yesterday.

Possible corrections:

Since we went to the store to get ice cream, we bought hot fudge, too.

Malorie doesn't want anyone bothering her little brother.

The duckling, having strayed from the flock, is lost.

Jennifer and Thomas ran yesterday.

Verb Tense - E
A verb expresses an action which may or may not be visible. In "Ellen drank the glass of juice," "drank" is a visible action verb. "Drinking" is something that can be observed. In "Ellen wanted another glass of juice," "wanted" is the verb, but it expresses an invisible action.

Verb tense demonstrates the time of the action indicated in a sentence. Verb tense indicates that an action has happened (past tense), is happening (present tense), or will happen (future tense). For example, "talk" is present tense. Past tense is "talked," and future tense is "will talk."

It will be helpful to students if you give them the list of verbs below and ask them to write all seven tenses of the verbs in a chart. Then have students put each verb tense in a separate sentence.

Verbs: walk, act, work, fish, laugh, listen, sneeze

Example:

Present: walks, She walks to my house.

Past: walked, She walked to my house.

Future: will walk, She will walk to my house tomorrow.

Present perfect: has walked, She has walked to my house in the past.

Past perfect:  had walked, She had walked to my house in the rain.

Future perfect: will have walked, She will have walked to my house eight times.

Present perfect progressive: will have been walking, She will have been walking for three miles when she arrives at my house.

Proofreading (Mechanics) - F
Proofreading involves applying an understanding of punctuation, grammar, and capitalization rules to review written works.

Quotation marks are used to set off the exact words said by somebody or taken from a source.

Place a comma between what is quoted and the person quoted.

Correct:
The boy cried, "Look out!" I thought it was a shark.

Incorrect:
The boy cried "Look out!" I thought it was a shark.

In a broken quotation, don't capitalize the first word of the second part of the quotation unless it is the beginning of a new sentence.

Correct:
"I thought it was a shark," the boy explained, "and I didn't want him to attack  you!"

Incorrect:
"I thought it was a shark," the boy explained, "And I didn't want him to attack you!"

Place the period inside the quotation marks at the end of a sentence.

Correct:
Angela said, "Don't forget to study for tomorrow's test."

Incorrect:
Angela said, "Don't forget to study for tomorrow's test".

When a sentence has two or more independent clauses it is called a compound sentence and is usually joined with a conjunction such as and, but, or yet. In the sentence, "Susan took her aunt to the store, and she bought her a birthday gift," the two clauses can stand independent of each other. If they can't- as in the sentence, "Susan took her aunt to the store and left her there," a comma isn't needed. "And left her there" is not an independent clause.

When a sentence contains a prepositional phrase, a comma is only needed if the phrase begins the sentence. For example, "Through treacherous seas, the boat sailed bravely."

Similarly, when a dependent clause begins a sentence, a comma is required. In the sentence, "Unless you hurry, you'll be tardy," A dependent clause is at the beginning of the sentence.

When an independent clause begins a sentence, such as, "You'll be tardy unless you hurry," a comma is not necessary.

An activity to help students become good proofreaders is to write a paragraph (containing a variety of types of errors) about a topic that is of interest to the students. Then ask them to look for errors and make necessary corrections. This is an activity that they will often do in school with their own rough drafts and those of other students.

Proofreading (Spelling) - D
Proofreading should be done to identify spelling, grammatical, punctuation, and capitalization errors.

Spelling errors are the focus of this lesson, and the words are based on vocabulary commonly used in this grade level.

To improve students' spelling, as well as increase vocabulary, choose ten words a week to focus on. It is more meaningful if the words have something in common. For instance, one week you might choose words that have the prefix, "dis". Another week you might select words that are all related to careers. Have students write down one of the words on the front side of an index card and the definition and a sentence containing the word in context on the other side. Review these throughout the week. This can be done while in the car on the way to an appointment, at home while watching television during commercials, or any other time when you have a few extra minutes.

Teachers will usually provide appropriate words if you ask, and spelling resource books found in school supply stores are also beneficial. Most libraries contain spelling reference books as well.

Using the ten words that you've selected for the week, ask students to write a plot for one of their favorite sitcoms. A plot describes the basic action of the story from beginning to end. 

One example would be to ask students to write a plot for next week's episode of "Friends".

Edit the finished product together, proofreading for spelling, grammatical, context, or punctuation errors.

Analogies - F
An analogy is an expression of a relationship. It is a statement in which the relationship between two things is compared to the relationship of two others.

An example of an analogy is, "Sock is to foot as glove is to hand."

In this analogy, a sock covers a foot like a glove covers a hand.

This same analogy can also be written as, SOCK:FOOT::glove:hand.

There are several common types of analogies.

Synonyms and antonyms are usually the easiest because there is an obvious similarity or contrast.

For example, HOT:COLD::wet:dry

An object and what it is used for is another common type of analogy.

For example, RAKE:LEAVES::shovel:dirt

In a cause and effect analogy, one thing causes another to happen.

For example, RAIN:FLOOD::snow:avalanche

In a part and whole analogy, one thing is a part of another.

For example, MINUTE:HOUR::inch:foot

Some analogies show relative degrees of the same thing.  They tend to be more difficult because they are less obvious than other types, such as antonyms and synonyms.

For example, BRIGHT:LUMINOUS::shine:sparkle

You can find SAT preparation books that contain analogies at any public library or at bookstores if you'd like to buy a copy. School and teacher resource stores also carry books of analogies at various levels from primary to secondary.

Allow the student the opportunity to examine the different types of analogies in the book, and then give him or her a chance to complete a couple of each type of analogy.

Then, make a chart similar to the one below. Ask the student to create five different analogies for each of the six categories below. You can make this into a game by allowing them to leave the last word for each analogy blank so that you can complete it. For example, under the category of synonym, the student might write, "STOP:GO::quiet:__________. You would complete the analogy with a word that means the opposite of "quiet," such as "loud."

 Synonym

1. LUDICROUS:SILLY:: jealous:envious

2.

3.

4.

5.

Antonym

1. GOOD:EVIL::heinous:admirable

2.

3.

4.

5.

Item and its effect

1. MICROPHONE:AMPLIFY:: muffler:quiet

2.

3.

4.

5.

Cause and effect

1. JOKE:LAUGHTER:: ballad:tears

2.

3.

4.

5.

Part and whole

1. FINGER:HAND:: toe:foot

2.

3.

4.

5.

Relative degrees of the same thing

1. HOT:TORRID:: cold:frigid

2.

3.

4.

5.

Antonyms - I
An antonym is a word that means the opposite of a given word. For instance, an antonym for the word "under" is "over."

An effective method of learning antonyms is by creating a chart similar to the one below. After students complete the chart, they should study the words, their definitions, their synonyms and antonyms. By having students use the definitions to identify synonyms, it becomes easier for students to recognize antonyms as well.

Spelling word: Inanimate

Definition: Something that is not living.

Synonym: nonliving

Antonym: living

At the end of the week you can create a matching quiz. For instance:Directions:  Match the words to their correct antonyms.

1.  deceptive


A. begin

2.  consummate

B. sad

3.  jubilant


C. honest

Teachers will usually provide appropriate words if you ask, and spelling resource books found in school supply stores are also beneficial. Most libraries contain spelling reference books as well. Using words that have a common theme can be helpful to the students.

Context for Word Meaning - H
The student needs to understand how to use the context of a given sentence to determine the meaning of a specified word. In other words, the sentence provides clues to the definition of the word.          

Choose a list of words with a common theme. (Words that begin with the prefix "dis" would be one example.)

Write a paragraph containing all of the words listed below. Underline the word you are targeting in each sentence. Ask students to write down a synonym (word with a similar meaning) for the word by using context clues in the sentence.

Here is a list of words that could be used includes words that are related to geography:

dialect

plateau

irrigate

ecological

precipitation

isthmus

foliage

resources

meridian

axis

fertile 

Teachers will usually provide appropriate words if you ask, and spelling resource books found in school supply stores are also beneficial. Most libraries contain spelling reference books as well.

Homonyms - I
A homonym is a word with the same pronunciation and spelling as another word, but with a different meaning.

The word "favor" is one example of a homonym.

 In the sentence, "My parents always favor my little brother," the word "favor" means "to prefer or treat with partiality."

In the sentence, "My brother said that he would do me a favor if I quit picking on him," the word "favor" means "a kind act."

Stress to students that the meaning of a homonym will be determined by its use, or context, in a sentence.

Provide students with a list of homonyms. Teachers can often suggest such lists from spelling books, or even textbooks. You can also find resource books at teacher supply stores.

Instruct students to look up each word in the dictionary and write down both definitions. If students create a chart similar to the one below, they can fold it horizontally into 3 sections, to quiz themselves on the different meanings.

Homonym: Appreciate


1st definition: to increase in value


2nd definition: to be thankful for; feel grateful

To test their knowledge at the end of the week, read each word aloud and ask them to write a synonym for both definitions. A synonym is a word that has a similar meaning.

For example:

Read the homonym, "appreciate."

 Students should then write the synonyms 1. increase   2. grateful

Read the homonym, "tax."

Students should then write the synonyms 1. required payment   2. burden



Multiple Meaning Words - B
Many words in the English language can be confusing because they have more than one meaning. These words are spelled exactly the same. Sometimes, but not always, their pronunciations will differ depending on which syllable is stressed. Often, they are different parts of speech.

An example of such a word is "present." Notice the different meanings in the sentences that follow.

"Jill received a present for her birthday."

"My teacher knew that I was in class when I said I was present."

"The students will present their teacher with a gift at the end of the school year."

In the first sentence, the word "present" is phonetically spelled "PREZent", with the emphasis on the first syllable. The meaning of the word "present" in the first sentence is "gift."

In the second sentence, the word "present" is phonetically spelled "PREZent", with the emphasis on the second syllable. The meaning of the word "present" in the second sentence is "here."

In the third sentence, the word "present" is phonetically spelled "preSENT', with the emphasis on the second syllable. The meaning of the word "present" in the third sentence is "give." 

In order to decide which meaning a word has, you must look at how it is used in the sentence, also called its context in the sentence.

One way to help students recognize the different uses of multiple meaning words is to provide them with a list of words that have multiple meanings. Students should write the word and one definition on the front side of an index card, and the second definition on the back of the card. Encourage students to use a dictionary.

After giving them the week to learn the different meanings, write a sentence for each spelling word. Below the sentence, ask them to write the correct definition of the word, using the context of the sentence to help them decide.

Teachers will usually provide appropriate words if you ask, and spelling resource books found in school supply stores are also beneficial. Most libraries contain spelling reference books as well.

Sentence Completion - C
Sentence completion involves two skills: vocabulary and context usage.

The advantage of reading a word in the context of a sentence is that you can use other words in the sentence as clues to an unfamiliar word's meaning.

For example, when reading the sentence, "My brother is quite loquacious, in contrast to my sister who is not very talkative," the clue word "contrast" hints that loquacious means the opposite of "not talkative."

If a student is not sure of a word's meaning, have the student try to eliminate the answer choices that he or she does not recognize. In the above sentence, he or she would know that you could rule out anything that didn't mean "talkative." Sometimes, process of elimination might be the only way to find the correct answer.

Students should try each of the four answer choices in the sentence before making a decision. Remind the student to always use the clue words, or context.

You can ask the student's teacher for an appropriate list of vocabulary words, or you can find SAT vocabulary books in your local library or bookstore.

Focus on ten words a week. Try to use a list of words with a common theme. Verbs, or action words would be one example.

The student should first write down a definition for each word and then identify two synonyms for each word. Give the student a week to learn the words and their meanings.

Create a paragraph in which each sentence has an underlined word. The underlined word should be a synonym for one of the list words.

Instruct the student to substitute list words for the underlined synonyms. Remind him or her to use the context of the sentences as clues.

For example, if one of the list words is "precocious," you could include the sentence, "If a child is reading by age three, we generally say that he is bright. The student would replace "bright" with the synonym, "precocious" from the word list.

It might help the student when studying the words and their meanings to create a chart similar to the one below.

Vocabulary Word: Precocious


Definition: Showing early mental development


Synonyms: advanced, brilliant







Synonyms - I
Synonyms are words that have similar meanings to other words. Examples of synonyms include:

placid - calm

hyperbole - exaggeration

augment - enlarge

concur - agree

Notice that the synonym pairs above all have similar meanings and come from the same part of speech. "Placid and calm" are both adjectives, while "augment and enlarge" are both verbs.

When a student is reading a passage, one way to see if a word is a synonym for another word is to replace the word in the passage with it. For example, in the sentence, "The lake was so placid that it looked like glass," if you replace the word "placid" with the word "calm," you would find that it "fits." Both words are adjectives.

You can ask your child's teacher for an appropriate list of vocabulary words, or you can find SAT vocabulary books in your local library or bookstore that will contain appropriate vocabulary and synonyms.

Focus on ten words per week. Try to use a list of words with a common theme. Verbs, or action words would be one example.

In order to correctly identify a synonym for a word, a student must understand the meaning of the original word.

Have your child create a chart similar to the one below. 

Encourage him to study the words, definitions, and synonyms throughout the week. At the end of the week, ask the student to write a story or paragraph made up of sentences containing synonyms for the original words on the list. For example, if one of the list words is "juvenile," in the story, the student might substitute the word "immature."

Remind your child that the word and its synonym must be from the same part of speech.

Vocabulary Word:
Docile

Definition: readily trained or teachable

Synonyms (at least 2):
manageable, obedient

