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Composition Information

Please take some time to think through the following questions. They will be the basis for a conversation we will have in the first weeks of Quarter One.  that allows me to get to know your strengths as a writer while also allowing me to structure some assignments to fill gaps in your writing experience.

I want you to leave this class feeling completely confident that you have the tools to approach any writing assignment you are given in any situation. Please keep this in mind as you answer the following questions. The more specific you can be, the more I can help you achieve that level of confidence as a writer.

1. Which of the following types of papers have you written and when? 

Put an asterisk at those that you have written which are still problematic for you.
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Definition

Cause and effect

Comparison/contrast

Process analysis 

Description

Narrative with an epiphany 

Position paper 

Evaluation paper 

Proposal papers 

Rhetorical or literary analysis of a piece of poetry or prose

Timed Writing

Analysis of a piece of literature

ANSWER THE REMAINING QUESTIONS IN FULL SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS.

2. Have you worked with implicit thesis statements before? When? Describe your experience.

3. Have you designed your own essay topics? For example, have you been directed to write a definition paper by a teacher, but been expected to come up with the idea for that paper? When? Describe your level of comfort with that type of assignment? 

4. Are you more comfortable with a teacher telling you what to write and how to write it than you are with coming up with an original idea on your own? WHY? Offer an example.

5.  How much experience do you have with a full class discussion of your writing?  How comfortable will you be with a full class discussion of your writing? WHY?

6. What experience do you have with the rhetorical situation? Explain in detail.

7. What would you say are your strengths as a writer? (And please, don’t tell me you have none.) 

8. Can you easily come up with essay topic ideas?  Explain.

9. Have your high school English classes always required multiple drafts of essays?  Details, please. Recognize the difference between editing and revision here, too. 

10. Are you open to constructive criticism--really? Explain/offer examples.

11. What are your problem areas that you would like for us to work on this year? For example, do you have trouble recognizing the problematic assumptions you make? Are you puzzled when a teacher indicates that your thinking is fallacious? Do you understand what fallacies are? Do you provide ample evidence for your claims? Do your papers tend to lose their focus? Is logical progression of an idea (coherence) a problem? Are your thesis statements too broad for a two-page paper and more suitable for a 26-volume text? Do you struggle to write introductions and conclusions that are more than simply a clever device? Are the sum parts of your essays greater than the whole? The more specific you can be here, the better.

11. How do you decide on the type of evidence you will use in a paper? How do your decide on the order of that evidence?  Give examples here from assignments you had throughout high school.

12. Writing is revision. That is the credo in this class. Revision is not tinkering with a few words; it is rethinking, deleting, adding, and moving parts. What is your reaction to that? Be honest; the more I know now, the more I can help.

13.  Do you have any time management problems that I should know about—especially since you are responsible for submitting a paper within a week of its having been assigned. Speak now—so I can help.

14. What should I know about you as a writer that you haven’t had a chance to express yet?

